


ee 











Elnriverz a DM a —: 






























——- 





—— — — _} 


—— —_ 





PUBLISHED SATURDAYS, BY H. BOWEN, NO. 4, PROVINCE-’ HOUSE ROW, NEAR THE OLD on 50 PER ANNUM. tsa IF PAID IN ADV ANCE, 



































VOL. VII. BOSTUN, SATURDAY, Apa. 15, 1826, NO. 43. 
ag rr _— —— —— - ——~- ——$—$—__—_— = ——— ——— 


LE 





From the Gospel Visitant. 


EXAMINATION OF MR. WORCESTER’S 
DISCOURSE, 
(Continued from page 166.) 


The seventh passage quoted, is from Rom. ii. 5—7, 
“But after thy harduess and impenitent heart, treasur- 
est up to thyself wrath against the day of wrath, and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God ; who will 
render to every man according to his deeds: to them 
who, by patient continuance in well doing, seek for 
glory and honor and immortality, eternal life ; but un- 
to them that are contentious, and do not obey the truth, 
but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tri 
bulation and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth 
evil, of the Jew first, and also the Gentile.» By the 
views and sentiments exhibited by the use which the 
preacher has made of the above scripture, he appears 
to be exactly in the situation of a very worthy young 
man, of whom we have the following account in St. 
Mat. xix. beginning at the 16th verse. ‘And, behold, 
one came and said unto him, good master, what good 
thing shali I do, that I may have eternal life? And he 


said unto him, why callest thou me good? there is | 


none good but one, that is, God; but if thou wilt 
enter into life, keep the commandments. He 
saith unto him, Which? Jesus said, thou shalt do no 
murder, thou shalt not commit adultery, thou shalt not 
steal, thou shalt pot bear false witness, honour thy 
father and thy mother, and thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor as thyself. The young man saith unto him, al! 
these things have I kept from my youth up: what 
lack I yet? Jesus saith unto him, if thou wilt be per- 
fect, go and sell that thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasures in heaven; and come 
and follow me. But when the young man heard that 
saying, he went away sorrowful ; for he had great pos- 
sessions.” 

Tiis young man expected to obtain eternal life by 
doing some good thing, and the Saviour answered his 
question according to its merit. Ifhe were to obtain 
eternal life by his own works, it must be by keeping 
the law perfectly, without a single fault. And this is 
the sense in which St. Paul used his argument, where 
the scripture is found quoted by the preacher to prove 
that an eternal distinction will be made in the coming 
world, between those who are righteous & those who are 
wicked, in this life. To show that the apostle intended 
his argument for the purpose of destroying all ideas of a 
distinction in respect to justification unto life, we now 
proceed. Bat in this we shall depend, in some meas- 
ure, on our reader’s attention to the scripture in its 
connexion, on this subject; begirning the epistle, and 
studying several chapters. However, we shall give a 
few extracts which may assist ip making the subject 
plain. See verse Ist of the 2d chapter. ‘Therefore 
thou art inexcuseable, O man, whomsoever thou art, 
that judgest: for wherein thou judgest another thou 
condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the 
same thing.”’ Verse 3, *‘And thinkest thou this, O 
map, that judgest them which do such things, and do 
est the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of 
God?” Verse 6, **Who will render to every man ac 
cording to his deeds.” In what manner does th: 
apostle inform us that God will render unto every mar 
according to his deeds? Answer. By granting thos 





glory, and honor, and immortality, eternal life. As|said, is found in Job xxxi. 3, “Is not destruction to the 
Christ told the young man, if thou wouldst enter into| wicked? and a strange punishment to the workers of 
life, keep the commandments ; so the apostle evidently iniquity?’ This text we answer in the affirmative, 
means, as he particularly shows in the 25th verse.— | but the passage says nothing about a future world, nor 
‘For circumcision verily profiteth, if thou keep the | endless pnnishment. 

law: but if thou be a breaker of the law, thy circum-{| We have now carefully examined the scriptures 
cision is made uncircumcision.” ‘But anto them that | which the preacher thought were sufficient to prove 
are contentious, and do not obey the truth, but obey |the proposition for which he labors so zealously, and 
unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, tribulation | Which seems to lie so near his heart, but we find none 
and anguish, upon every soul of man that doth evil, of | of those scriptures at all to his purpose. It is evident 
the Jew first, and also of the Gentile.” beyond all power of refutation, that the Holy Ghost 

How many does the apostle pretend have come short | never intended those scriptures to support the preach- 
of the GLory mentioned in the 7th and 10th verses ?— | er’s opinion of endless unmerciful punishment. 

How large a portion of mankind does he believe have We seriously hope the preacher will not be disposed 
sinned? See his answer in the 9th verse of the 3d | to call our reasoning on the foregoing scriptures, ‘“‘quib- 
chapter. “What then? Are we better than they ?— | bles and declamations,”’ of which he speaks on his 21st 
No, in no wise: fo: we have before PROVED both Jews | page, unless he be disposed, at the same time, to prove 
and Gentiles that they are ALL UNDER SIN.” Also,| such an assertion. This passage on his 21st page we 
verses 23 and 24, “ For ALL have SINNED and come | Will notice. Says the preacher, “We are not ignorant, 
short of the glory of God; being justified freely by his | ‘ndeed, of their quibbles and declamations upon this 
grace, through the redemption that is iv Christ Jesus,” | point; quibbles and declamations by which they de- 
&e. With these quotations, also consider the 19th and |!ude the unwary, but which are completely refuted 
20th verses. ‘“‘Now we know that what things soever| even by themselves. For while they talk ofan atone- 
the law saith, it saith to them which are under the | ment, and of being saved by the merits of the Redeem- 
law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the| er, they will also tell you that siuners are punished, as 
world may become guilty before God. Therefore, by | much as they deserve, in this world,” &c. As believ- 
the deeds of the law shall no flesh be justified in his| fs in God who will have all men to be saved, and to 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin.” come to the knowledge of the truth, and as deniers of 

What is very remarkable, is, that the preacher| PNDLESS UNMERCIFUL PUNISHMENT, we do by no 
should not see himself and every body else cut off} means assume the place of judgment, or pretend to say 
from apy hope of justification pursuant of any proba-| how long God may, for gracious purposes, chasten or 
tionary work of theirs, since the apostle asserts that | punish the rebellious. We believe that chastisement 
the matter is proved that both Jews and Gentiles are | Will be exercised by the faithfulness of our merciful 
all under sin; that by the deeds of the law no flesh | Father in heaven, as long as sin in us renders it neces- 
can be justified in God’s sight, and that wherein he |8#7Y, and no longer. But let us look at what the 
judges another he condemns himself. And it is also| preacher calls our quibbles and declamations. ‘For 
equally remarkable that the preacher should not see | while they talk of an atonement, and of being saved 
that every soul who has sinned and come short of the | by the merits of the Redeemer, they will also tell you 
glory of God, is freely justified by grace, as expressed that sins are punished as much as they deserve, in this 
in chap. iii. 23, 24, which we have noticed above.— | world,” &c. We presume that the preacher does not 
‘For all have dened, and come short of the glory of} mean to be understood, that we say that all sinners 
God ; being justified freely by his grace, through the | are punished as much as they deserve in this world, 
redemption that is in Christ Jesus,” &c. Tobring the | because that would be saying what we could not 
apostle’s argument to a single point, see two passages, 4 ate by the word of God, and it would be saying 
one in the 2d chap. 10th verse, the other in the 3d ‘what we presume the preacher would be loth to affirm 
chap. 12th verse. “‘But glory, honor and peace, to|that wedo say. But we say by the authority of Gods 
every man that worketh good.” ‘There is none that ‘holy word, that God “will render unto every man ac- 
doeth good, no, not one.?? Look on now to the 5th. cording to his works.”? And yet we say by the author- 
chapter, 18th verse, “Therefore, as by the offence of ity of the same holy word, that all who have sinned 
one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; | 49d come short of the glory of God, are “‘justified free- 
even so by the righteousness of one, the free gift came | !y by God's grace, through the redemption which is in 
upon all men unto justificatiou of life.” Christ Jesus.” Now if the preacher has called this 

It is now hoped, that enough has been said to satis- | qutbbling and declaiming, it belongs to him to prove 
fy the reader, that St. Paul was a stranger to the |sach an allegation against the word of God, or to ac- 
preacher’s doctrine of this eternal distinction, accord- knowledge himself, and that with contusion of face, to 
ing to the works ef the creature. | be in the wrong. 

The ?’th passage which the preacher has quoted for | Though we wish to close this examination and trial, 
the purpose of proving that God will puvish men eter- | ¥€ beg of our readers to have patience a little longer, 
ually in the future world, is found in the 58th Psalm, there being a few things more worthy of notice. ln 
part of the 11th verse. ‘‘Verily there is a reward for his improvement, the preacher says, Ist. “The doc- 
the righteous.” To correct the preacher in the appli- | ttine of future punishment is a fundamental article of 
cation of this text, we need only quote the whole *¥ereligion.” With this first, we will place bis fourth 
verse: ‘So that a man shall say, Verily there is a re- inference, iu the following words. ‘4 denial of future 
ward for the righteous ; verily he is a God that judg- punishment is virtually a denial of the gospel.” It ig 

‘th in the earth.” ‘The preacher says, there is a re- | S"pposable that every body believes that all punish- 
ward for the righteous, but he denies that judgment iment is future, in relation to the crimes for which pun- 
‘akes place IN THE EARTH! And perhaps for that | ishment is inflicted, but we have before proved that 
reason he did not quote the whole verse! The last 'the preacher means eternal never-ending punishment 














who by patient continuance in well-doing, seek for 


passage brought in this assemblage for purposes afore. | in the future world, by fulure punishment, 
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By placing these two inferences together, we learn 
that the preacher believes that the doctrine of FUTURE 
NEVER-ENDING UNMERCIFUL PUNISHMENT, IS A FUN- 
DAMENTAL ARTICLE OF THE GosPEL orf JESUS CHRIST. 
Now it is evident that a religion ought to be called ac- 
cording to its PRINCIPLE or FUNDAMENTAL ARTICLE Of 
faith; of course, the gospel which the preacher be- 
lieves and preaches, is, and ought to be called, the 
GOSPEL OF ETERNAL NEVER-ENDING PUNISHMENT ! 
St. Paul has informed us that the gospel was preached 
to Abraham, and he is careful to tell us the words in 
which it was preached, and makes an application of 
the gospel! in such a way, as, it would seem, difficult 
not to understand him. See Gal. iii. 8, “*And the 
scriptures, foreseeing that God would justify the heatb- 
en through faith, preached before the gospel unto A- 
braham, saying, in thee shall all nations be blessed.”’ 
With what blessing did God promise to bless all na- 
tions? Answer, JUSTIFICATION THROUGH FAITH.— 
Here the gospel was preached by God himself, but our 
preacher’s FUNDAMENTAL article was not mentioned ! 

The same apostle tells us again, see Rom. iv. 3, 
“Abraham believed God, and it wascounted unto him 
for righteousness..” What did Abraham believe? See 
the answer in verses 4, 5, ** Now to him that work- 
eth is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt. 
But to him that worketh not, but beliercth on him that 
justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righte- 
ousness.”” Here is a particular account of Abraham’s 
faith, but we find in it no mention made of our preach- 
er’s fundamenial article. St. Paul, in Acts xx. 24, 
calls the gospel, ‘‘The gospel of the GRACE or Gop.” 
In Eph. i. 13, he calls it the ““GospEL orf SALVATION.” 
vi. 15, he exhorts us to have our “feet shod with the 
preparation of the GOSPEL OF PEACE.” Col. i. 23, he 
speaks of the ‘“‘Hopre of the GospeL.”” Can there be 
any sense in Calling the doctrine of endless unmerciful | 
punishment, “the gospel of the grace of God?”” When 
ministers have their feet shod with the preparation of 
their fundamental docirine of eternal damnation, da 
they appear beautiful upon the mountains as the ‘feet 
of him that bringeth good tidings, that publishes peace ; 
that bringeth good tidings of good, that publisheth sal- 


that if the time ever comes when all men shall ome on the other hand, are not willing to submit to their 
to the knowledge of the truth, according to the will of dictation, and be thrown over the wall, while they are 
God, expressed by St. Paul to Timothy, then all men! equally as good, and think they have as much reason 
will be saved according to the will of God expressed | and scripture for their faith as those who have proscrib- 





by St. Paul in the same communication. 
it is evident that if all men believed the gospel, they 
would all be saved. In this case, what would become 
of this fundamental article? Here we find the preach- 
er laboring in the absurdity of supposing, that the fun- 
damental urticle of the gospel dépends on the gospel’s 
being disbelieved! Notice again, ‘tHe that believeth 
not shall be damned.” Here is nothing said about 
endless damnation in another world: We should nat- 
pel iv the grand declaration of the gospel. How do the 
believed not shall be damned”? Answer, ‘‘He that 
believed not is CONDEMNED ALREADY, and the wrath 
of God abideth on him.” ‘This condemnation will 
abide as long as unbelief does, and no longer. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 











From the (Philadelphia) Reformer. 
State of the Churches in Philadelphia. 


Aiter much strife and contention, and the excommu- 
nication of about forty members, including the five 
senior deacons, the Second-street Baptist Church in 
this city have finally agreed to employ William T. 
Brantley, of Augusta, Georgia, to be their Pastor, with 
a salary of two thousand six hundred dollars per an- 
num. Sixteen hundred dollars of this sum he is to have 
for preaching, and the remaining one thousand dollars ts 
guaranteed to him from a school. ‘This is perhaps the 
largest salary received by any Baptist Preacher in the 
United States; and it sufficiently shows that the Gospel 
bas become an article of merchaudise among the Bap- 
tists as well as among Presbyterians and Episcopal- 
ians. 

Great advancements are made in this day, not in pie- 
ty but in high salaries to preachers. Indeed, to un- 
dertake to get to heaven by the modern fashionable 





vation.”> Who would be willing publicly to express | 
their hope in this ‘‘fundamental article” 2 With a de- | 
sign to support this fundamenial article, the preacher | 
says on his 20th page, pursuant to his second inference, 
“The grand declaration of the gospel is, ‘‘He that be- | 
lieveth shal} be saved, and he that believeth not shall | 
be damned.” Here the preacher has made a mistake, 
which we will rectify. Ist. In this sentence, which 
the preacher calls, ‘the grand declaration of the gos- 
pel,”’ is the thing to be believed, declared? Answer, 
No. 2d. Is not the gospel the thing to be believed ?- 
Answer, Yes. What is the conclusion? Answer, the 
gospel is not declared in the sentence which the preach- 
er quoted. 

By paying that attention to the mission which our 
Saviour gave to his apostles, which every professed 
preacher ought to pay, we see as plain a distinction 
between the gospel and the above sentence, as there 
is between a fact, and the belief or disbelief of that 
fact; as plain a distinction as there is between good 
news, and belief or unbelief of that good news; as 
plain a distinction as there is betwee: the justification 
of all men by the righteousness of Christ, unto eternal 
life, and men’s believing or disbelieving in that justifi- 
cation. The Saviour commanded his apostles to go 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to every crea- 
ture; but he never commanded them to publish in 
their preaching, what he told them would be the con- 
sequence of men’s believing, or of disbelieviog the 
gospel, in the room of preaching the gospel itself. But 


the preacher by the above mistake destroys his funda. 
mental article, for it is plain that this arficle is not ex- 
pressed in what he says is “‘the grand declaration of 
the gospel.» Notice, “He that believeth shall be 
saved,” 


In this part of the declaration it is shown 








quile an expensive buisiness ; and after all it must 


fail to bring those there who,place their dependence 


on it. 
The Presbyterian congregation in Thirteenth-street 
have renounced the power and jurisdiction of the Pres- 


' . . . 
byterian Savhedrim, and now stand in the same rela- 


tion to that body as Mr. Duncan’s congregation at 
Baltimore, and Mr. M*Leau’s at Gettysburgh. A 
mandate was iseued by the Synod of the Presbyterian 
i burch, and delivered by two clergymen to Mr. Cham- 
bers, the Pastor at Thirteenth-street, ordering him to 
suspend his preaching and care of that church. But 
the congregation rebelled against the authority of the 
Synod, and determined to retain Mr. Chambers for 
their minister, and so the higher powers in the Presby- 
terian church are left to ruminate on the refractory 
spirit of their subjects, and see them withdraw from 
under their standard. This congregation, like that 
at Baltimore and Gettysburgh, reject all human creeds 
and confessions, considering the Bible a more certain 
and superior guide to faith and practice. We under- 
stand forty new members were added to this congrega- 
tion at their last communion, and thirty on a similar oc- 
casion preceding it. 

There appears also to be rather a shaking among the 
‘““dry bones” in the Protestant Episcopal Church in this 
city ; and two Episcopal publications, with conflicting 
views and interests, are now issued in this place of once 
brotherly love, but now religious strife and contention. 
By the by, the warm contention in the Friend’s Socie- 
ty of this city is by no means abated. ‘The rulers of 
the synagogues seem disposed to carry matters with a 
high hand, and cast ont all those who are not sound in 


the faith, or that withstand their authority ; and these 


Therefore, | ed them. 
| mine. So far as these struggles tend to bring down 
| Spiritual tyranny and arbitrary rule, and restrain arro- 


urally expect to find the fundamental article of the gos- | 


scriptures explain the meaning of the words, ‘He that | 


way of belonging to some sect, aud paying a priest, is! 


How matters will end, time must deter- 


gant assumptions over the rights and consciences of 
‘others, the true christian will rejoicein them. For 
freedom from all restraint in doing good, and in the 
exercise of opinion and judgment in matters pertaining 
to religion, is the privilege of all, and especially of 
) those whom Christ has made free, and who have taker 
Him for their guide and teacher. Phil. Ref. 


J 
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FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


Remarks relative to the doctrine of 
Unequal Providence. 


As this doctrine which is countenanced by many 
people, is frequently and sometimes triumphantly 
brought as an insurmountable obstacle to those who 
believe that all men, in the future slate, will he as the 
angels of God in heaven, free from sin, and death, and 
pain, the mind of the writer of thishas been prompted 
to a Serious survey of the subject, and he would hum- 

bly lay the following thoughts before the readers of 
\ the Magazine. 

If this inequality exist in the providence of God, 
| must it not be by his ordination? If 
| tator and controller of his own government, this ques- 
|tion must be answered in tbe affirmative. Then we 
| may rationally inquire— 

Why would it be permitted ? For it is rational to 
| conclude that God would uot permit it to exist with- 
| out some purpose, and some good purpose. Let us 
|query in this case. Was it permitted to exist to in- 
| duce men to be virtuous? This seems totally unrea- 
| sonable, because, if it had not an opposite tendency, it 
{could not have this. God has made man with an in- 
| vincible desire for happiness. ‘That poet whose know- 
| ledge of human nature will not be questioned by any 








God is the insti- 


{ 


| one, says, 

*O happiness! our being’s end and aim.”’ 
Man constantly seeks for happiness, and will do 
| these actions which he thinks will obtain for him the 
‘object of his wishes and search. If he be not sure of 
| obtaining happiness in a virtuous life, be will not enter 
‘upon the stage of action with a fixed determination to 
™ virtuous. Our Saviour takes cognizance of this 
constituent principle of our natures. ‘Take my yoke 
upon you,” says he, “‘for my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light. * Although he suffered the most griev- 
ous persecutions in the performance of the important 
work of his mission, he was not without a rich reward 
for his labor; he had a great salisfaction in promoting 
the glory of the Supreme ; “‘my meat,” said he, “‘is to 
do the will of him that sent me, and to finish his work.” 
A man may see that he must encounter difficulty, and 
suffer pain in the accomplishment of an object; but if 
an overbalance of happiness presents itself as the re- 
ward of his exertions, he will most surely make the at- 
tempt. St. Paul says, “most gladly, therefore, will f 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ 
may rest upon me. Therefore, I take pleasure in in- 
firmities, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, 
in distresses for Christ's sake.”? Now, if men are 
taught that a virtuous life is no security, or at most a 
very weak one against trouble, pain and disgrace, and 
if they are convinced that this is true, they will neith- 
er love virtue nor practice it. 

But the advocates of this doctrine of “unequal Pro- 
vidence,” as it is called, oftew affirm that wicked men 
are happy in their wickedness. They represent them 
as being sometimes not only rich, but really happy.— 
And their expressions have sometimes implied, thougt 




























I could not refrain from doubting it to be their meaning, 
that poverty, and pain, and difficulty, have been th: 
consequences of virtue, while the wicked hav: 
received as the consequences of their bad conduct, 
ease, wealth and happiness. Can such a doctrine as 
this influence ‘he sinner to depart from his wickedness ° 
Will it not have a direct tendency to continue him in 
a vicious course? If a man were in search of gold, 
and knew he could find it in a certain place, would 
he not go there after it? Ifhe who is eager for hap- 
piness thinks he can obtain the greater portion of it in 
a vicious course, you may urge him to be virtuous, but 
it will be in vain. What could be the object of the 
divine Being in ordaining this inequality which it ts 
said exists in his providence? If our opposers say they 
cannot tel] us, we can tell them what it could not be ; 
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it could not be to promote virtue, or discountenance 
vice. We cannot see that the preaching of tbis ine- | 
quality in Gou’s providence, can have avy other ten- | 
dency than to make men vicious. And were it not, 


contradicted by the sinner’s sad and daily experience, | 


we should have more reason to dread its dismal and 
injurious consequences. 


Why then, we ask again, did God ordain this ine- | 
qvality in his providence? or, if the question will be | 
received any better, why did he permit it to be? or) 
why did he not prevent it? largue against the truth | 
of this inequality, or rather | should say imperfection | 


in God’s providence, upon tbe principle that God 
could have no motive (if | may so speak) in ordaining 


it. I oppose it upon the same principle that Armin- | 
jans oppose the reprobation of a part of our race to| if this be true, shall we think of those passages of 
eternal death ; for in my opinion it impeaches the Li- | 
vine character. It mustdoso. Fora doctrine which | 


when justice will be very illustriously displayed ; but 
upon the principle on which the advocates of unequal 
providence argue, what benefit will it be on that great 
day to any man that he has been virtuous? Suppose 
a righteous man be rewarded with bliss, he has had 
his torment ; and suppose a wicked man be punished 





From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 





Christian Resignation. 


Most sincerely do we thank our friend, at Bath, for 
a copy of the Letter, from which the following extract 





is selected. Such examples of female prety, firmness 


with torment, he has had his bliss. I cannot see upon |and resignation, ought to be inserted in our religious 
this principle, that virtue is a benefit or vice an injury | publications, and indelibly impressed upon the recol- 
to any one. Ifin this world, there could be some oth- |lection of every reader. They indicate a strength of 
er cause than virtue, for the misery of the righteous, | intelleet and a constancy of virtuous and religious af- 


and some other than vice for the happiness of the wick- 
ed, this scheme could be carried into execution as well, 
if there never had been a wicked man in the world. 
With what propriety can this doctrine be called the 
guardian of morality ? 


But to matters of fact. We all know that the best 
of men in this world are imperfect and sinful, and that 
the worst at times have good feelings and perform good 
actions. These are facts, and they should not be de- 
nied. The doctrine concerning which | am writing is 
totally inconsistent with them. It supposes that there 
is a class of people in the world periectly good, and 


|another totally wicked. One glimpse at society de- 


monstrates the incorrectness of such an idea. Consis- 
tently with these facts can this dectrine be true? If 
righteous men, for their righteousness, are miserable 
here but happy hereafter, and wicked men, for their 
wickedness, are happy here but miserable hereafter, 
in what will the fature world differ from this? Where 


' will be its superior glory? All men will be both hap- 


py and miserable, as they are in this world. What, 


scripture which say that aan will be raised into a fu- 
ture state incorruptible, and be ‘‘as (be angels of God 


‘ : ss \; , 
severs asunder the ties that bind men to their duty, | '9 heaven’’?., 


which induces men to disobey them, and not only 
them, but the laws of God, cannot do otherwise than 
impeach his character. 


Now let us look at the method by which the advo- | 


7 , 
which confronts the design of all our wholesome laws, | 


Although I have been lengthy, I hope it will not 
weary the reader to candidly consider the following 
queries :—How do we know that the nature of virtue 
will be so changed as to give us in a future state what 
it cannot give us in this? After God’s providence 


cates of this doctrine vindicate the character of him | shall bave become equal, afier the righteous shall have 


who has ordained this inequality in bis providence. 


All men are not treated according to their deserts in! 
this world, say they. God is impartial ; He will gov- | 


ern them righteously and impartially, and therefore, 
some must be punished in the future state, or they will | 
be favored of God above others. That we may get a’ 
correct view of this subject, we will anticipate the, 
time of retribution, and suppose ourselves to be in the 
eternal state as spectators of the circumstances and | 
conditions of both classes of God’s children there. We 
see some in torments and sou:e in glory. We inquire | 
for the cause of this great difference between the two | 
classes, and are informed that God deals thus with | 
them. from motives of justice: He punishes those who | 
had been happy in the world in which they existed 
before they came there, and rewards those who had 
been miserable ; and that he will continue to do this 
until all shall have been dealt with impartially. We 
now begin to look for the justice of this. We find that 
the miserable class bad been allured ivto sin by its 
temptations, and continued in it by its pleasures. God 
indeed gave warning, which some heard and some 





could not hear; but he had given them a desire for | 


happiness which they could not conquer, and which | 
solely induced them to pursve the course of conduct 
they had pursued. What justice can be seen in this, 
allowing it to be true? If God had made his provi. 
dence equal in this world, the dread of immediate pain | 
and difficulty might have kept many from suffering the 
consequences of sin, by keeping them from the com- 
mission of it. And if we take another view of this sub- 
ject, what justice shall we find? ‘The righteous and 
the wicked finally will both have suffered an equal 
degree of pain, and enjoyed av equal degree of com 
fort. What advantage then, has virtue over vice?— 
Our opposers are Continually referring us to the great 


{ 





and just day of retribution in eternity, as they call it, 


. 


been blessed until they shall have enjoyed an equal 
degree of good with the wicked, & the wicked cursed 
until they sball have suffered an equal degree of pain 


and distress with the righteous,we presume all men will 


be righteous. (For if there are to be some wicked af- 
ter this, and God’s providence should be once more 
unequal, (which is no more improbable than that some 
men sheuld be wicked) all these things may transpire 
again, and so may they times without number.) IJfall 
men then should be righteous at the time we have 
named, what evidence have we that they will not all 
be wiserable, and eternaUy miserable too? How do 
we know that that which gives us pain in this world 
will give us pleasure in the next? If sin afford us 
comfort and consolation in this life, how do we know 
that we can be endlessly happy without being endless- 
ly sinful? And if sin does as well by other beings as 
we are told it does by man, allowing the vulgar opin- 
ion of the devil, who can say that he is not, or ever 
will not be supreme in glory and felicity ? 


But, dear reader, you may be assured that the pro- 
vidence of God will reward you according to your 
works. He “will by no means clear the guilty.”— 
Those who are virtuous are in the ways o: pleasant- 
ness and the paths of peace; but ‘the way of trans- 
gressorsis hard.” If you are industrious and prudent, 


(you will be wealthy; and if you are in every other re- 


spect virtuous, you will be happy. ‘These good quali- 
ties will enable you to surmount the greatest difficul- 
lies, and they will give you the richest of biggsings, 
that of an approving conscience. Let no temptation 
allure you away from virtue. If you are young, im- 
prove your mind, and prepare for the duties of life, 
ever remembering that those who do well, will never 
have cause to regret it. 
RICHARDS, 


fections, which are of incalculable value ; and should 
be exhibited before the eyes of our adversaries, as a 
positive and living refutation of their reiterated slan- 
ders, that, a belief in the final salvation and bliss of all 
mankind, affords no consolation in seasons of sickness 
and affliction. These testimonials of christian resigna- 
tion will ever be received with gratitude, and inserted 
in our columns with cheerfulness; especially when, as 
in the present instance, they are the effusions of a heart 
“reconciled in trouble,” and communicated toa friend, 
without an expectation of their being made public.— 
Let our female readers endeavor to imitate this lauda- 
ble example of christian faith, fortitude and patience. 


Extract of a Letter, 


Dated at Dover, N. H. March 26th, 1826, to a Friend 
at Bath, Me. 


My dear Friend,—So variable and complicated are 
the vicissitudes of human life, that we do not know 
what a day may bring forth. We, short-sighted mor- 
tals, may picture to ourselves many a pleasing scene ; 
| but God, whois infinite wisdom and knows what is best 
for his creatures, may order it otherwise.—When you 
were in Dover, | indulged myself with the flattering 
idea, that ] should visit you and the rest of my friends at 
the eastward, the following Summer. But our heav- 
ly Father has seen fit to blight the bud of fancied 
pleasures, byremoving my dear Mother from this to 
another and better world. In this dispensation of Di- 
vine providence, my kind father is now deprived of the 
best of wives,and we, their children, of a most affec- 


parent, our loss is irreparable. But when we view it 
\as her “eternal gain,” sweetness is mingled with the 
cup of affliction, and we have great consolation. The 


free from all troubles and sorrows, sooths, comforts and 
supports me, under this heart trying affliction, And 
although I cannot, at times, refrain from tears and grief, 
yet J feel no disposition to murmur or repine. | know 
it is the hand of God, aad that he does not afflict us 
any more than what is for our good ; “for though he 





cause grief, yet Le will have compassion according to 
the wultitude of his tender mercies.” 

My lamented mother was seized, on Thursday, the 
23d of Febuary last, with a violent fever ; and thouch 
|the best medical aid was obtained, she grew more and 
more weak, until Monday night, when—she expired. — 
The Saturday before her demise, | was obliged to 
leave her to the care of some good and faithful friends. 
and take to my bed, to which | was confined for two 
weeks ; but am now able to set up and write, for which 
I desire to be thankful to God. While laboring un- 
der severe bodily infirmities and the loss of my dearest 
friend on earth, ] was wonderfully supported ; my 
mind was tranquil and resigued. ITrom my heart | 
could say, ‘‘not my will, but thine, O Lord, be done.”” 
Mhis favor, | consider one of the greatest of Hleaven’s 
blessings, for which my sonl is devoutly grateful. 

Can it be possible, my dear friend, that the belie! 
which affords so much comfort in «fiction, and prompts 
us to place our whole trust in God—to lore him su- 
premely and our neighbor as ouselves, is a @elusion? 
O, no ; wcannot be, ‘Vhis faith is founded upon the 
word of God, and sanctioned by undeceiving realities. 
It never desertes the sincere and humble believer, “in 
the day of adversity.” If the whole world should rise 
in opposition to that blessed Gospel, which teaches 
that, “in Christ all nations shall be blessed,” 1 must 
still cleave toit, and esteem if more precious than all 
tne riches and honors the world can bestow. It will 
afford us real happiness, when al! else beneath the Sun, 
will be viewed as less than nothing aud vanity. Siaii 
I believe people when they tell me, that these glo- 
rious truths, in which | now rejoice, will make me 
wretched in adying hour? God forbid.—I have expe- 
rienced the joys and consolations emanating therefrom ! 
| joys, which erring morta's cau ueither give nor take 











































































tionate mofher. Being to us a companion, as wellasa | 


pleasing thought that my departed Mother is at rest-- . 
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away. Opposers may wound our feelings, by treating 
the religion of our Lord contemptuously ; but they can- 
not take our peace from us, nor prevent the exercise of 
pity for them, that they should thus despise the riches 
of divine goodness. 

I rejoice that the time is coming when every inte}li- 
gent being, in the universe of God, shall be reconciled 
to the dominion of Christ, and unite in the ascription of 
blessing, and honor, and glory, and power, unto Him 
who sitteth on the Throne and to the Lamb, forever and 
ever. 

Accept this token of esteem and love from your friend 
and sister. geeee Eee 








FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
The Effect, of vehemently Preaching the doctrine of 
Endless Damnation, on the Minds of Children. 


The Rev. Mr. Blake, a Methodist preacher, while 
residing at Somerset, Mass. called on Mr. Clark Chase 
and entered into conversation with him on the subject 
of profane swearing. He stated among other things, 


that he had reprimanded a number of men for using; 


bad language, and told them if they continued to take 
the name of God in vain, he would prosecute them and 
make them pay for it, which had caused them, as he 
observed, to be much afraid of him. He then made 
the very just remark, that the practice of swearing be- 
fore children was highly dangerous to them, and that 
parents, therefore, should be careful of their conver- 
sation. 

Mr. Chase, a member of the society of Friends, and 
an exemplary man, wishing probably to convince Mr. 
Blake that his preaching would have a like dangerous 
tendency,informed him that his children knew not what 
profane swearing was, until they heard it from his 
pulpit. For, said he, they heard you preach not 
long since. After meeting one came into the 
house and said, “I never heard any man curse and 
swear so bad as Mr. Blake did.’? A few moments 
after another came in aud observed that he thought 
‘“*Mr. Blake a very wicked map, he swore so bad in 
meeting.’ 

The probability is that Mr. Blake raved and foamed 
{oso high a degree, and used the words hell and dam- 
nation with so little regard to propriety, that the child- 
ren really thought him angry and addicted to the prac- 
tice of profane swearing. 








The Devil, a good Pay Master. 


‘Blessed are the undefiled in the way who walk in | 
the law of the Lord.” If, indeed, **Wisdom’s ways | 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace ;”” 
whence is it that preachers, bearing the name of Christ, 
tell the people that the devil pays his servants the 
best wages? Not long since, one who is styled a min- 
ister of the Presbyterian order, undertook from the 73d 
Psalm, to prove the hard lot of the servants of God; 
and by authorily obtained from that chapter asserted 
that the Holy Ghost had declared that the wicked in 
this life enjoyed more happiness than the righteous. 

The author of the 72d Psalm, before he gives an ac- 
count of his vain meditation, tells us that his feet were 
almost gone, that his steps had well nigh slipped.— 
Shall the words of Asapb, which, according to his own 
confession, were foolish and ignorant, and made him 
like a beast before his God; shall they now be blas- 
phemously charged to the Holy Ghost? Could Satan 
himself have surpassed this presumptuous audacity! 
What but the wine from the golden cup! What but 
a deep intoxicating draught could prepare one of God’s 
creatures for a work like this! Oft have I heard of 
the devil’s preachers, and preachers for the devil; but 
never were the horns of the adversary more conspicu- 


courage siv, or bid a more alluring bounty to workers 
for the prince of darkness? Where are you, ye ser- 
vants of the Most High God, that ye so tamely suffer 
this rude attack upon the cause of so good a master? 
Do they not plainly tell you in the language of hell ; 
-that the subjects of that kingdom are happier than the 
servants of the Prince of Peace? Where slumbers the 
vengeance of Heaven, that it dashes not upon such 
slanderers of its cause! O for a voice like the seven 
thunders, that I might wake the friends of Jesus from 
this sleep of death! O, for the strength of the four 
winds of heaven, that I might rend the hiding places 
of the destroyers—sweep the refuge of lies—dispel the 
smoke of the bottomless pit, and deliver them who are 
held in bondage under chains of darkness. 
Candid Examiner. 








SELECTED. 


The Crucifixion. 


I ask’d the heavens—‘‘ What foe to God hath done 
This unexampled deed ?”—The heavens exclaim, 
‘Twas man; and we iv horror snatch’d the sun 
From such a spectacle of guilt and shame.” 

I ask’d the sea; the sea in fury boil’d, 

And answered with his voice of storms—‘*T was man ; 
My wave in panic at his crime recoil’d, 

Disclos’d the abyss, and from the centre ran.”’ 

I ask’d the earth; the earth replied aghast, 

‘Twas man; and such strange pangs my bosom rent, 
That still I groan and shudder at the past.” 

To man, gay, smiling, thoughtless man, ] went 

And ask’d him next; he turn’d a scornful eye, 

Shook his proud head, and deign’d me no reply. 


—e Se 


The Altar of Devotion. 


How gloomy does this world appear 
To him whose heart to God is given— 

Who feels himself a stranger here, 

And often sheds the pilgrim’s tear, 
While on his way to heaven. 

Yet there’s a place where he can find 
Rest from earth’s wild commotion— 

A place where his unfetter’d mind 

Mingles with spirits, heaven-refined — 
The Altar of Devotion. 


As the lone dove which Noah sent, 
Sought for a resting place in vain, 

Till, when her pinion-powers were spent 

Her fleetly wandering course she bent 
To the kind Ark again. 

So he can find no spot of ease 
On life’s dark, restless ocean— 

No port of rest the pilgrim sees, 

Till to that blessed place he flees— 
The Altar of Devotion. 


Here, when his weary soul's distrest 
With darkness, pain and grief— 

With fears annoy’d—with trouble prest, 

Heaven beams its light upon his breast, 
And deigns a kind relief, 

Here will I bring my every care, 
And tell each keen emotion ;— 

Here shall ascend my constant prayer— 

And here will | for heaven prepare— 


Altar of Devotion. 


a 











Corner Stone. 


The ceremony of laying the Corner Stone, of the 





ousty visible through the smoke of the pit. Who but 


a devoted servan re devil’s cause would thas en Ling last, at 10 o'clock. After some pertinent remarks, 


- 


Church about to be erected in Green-street, by the 
Rev. Mr. Jenks’ Society, took place on Saturday morn- 


by the Reverend Pastor, relating to the progress of that 
Church and Society, the Rev. Mr. Wisner delivereda 
solemn and impressive Prayer. The Rev. Mr. Jenks 
then assisted in laying the Corner Stone, under which 
was deposited a Silver Plate bearing the following in- 
scrip’ ion : 
“For the worship of the 
Almighty Jehovah— Father, Son, and Holy Spirit ; 
and for the accommodation of a Congregational 
Church of Christ, 
Organized |’ecember 30th, 1823, 
and of the Religious Society connected with if, 
Incorporated June 15th, 1825, 
this edifice is erected ;— 
The Corner Stone being laid April 8th, 1826: 
The building committee consisted of 
T. Tilden, G. Carpenter, E. P. Nichols, D. Colby, and 
R. Bond, Architect. 
* Arise, O Lord, into Thy Rest; hou, and the ark of 
Thy strength— 
‘Let Thy Priests be clothed with righteousness; and 
let Thy Saints shout for joy.’ ” 


Mr. Jenks continued to address the audience—and 
Prayers were again made by the Rev. Lyman Beecher. 
The interesting Performances were closed by a Bene- 
diction from the Rev. Mr. Greene. The plan of the 
building is plain and neat—and the house is to be 
about 75 feet square, with a neat Cupalo, in which is 
to be placed a bell.— Ev. Gaselte. 





ANECDOTE. 


The following Anecdote, says the Philadelphia Re- 
ligious Messenger, we have received froni an authen- 
tic source, and may be relied on as substantially cor- 
rect. It is the severest satire we have lately seen, 
upon the liberties of our country. 

‘‘Some wiuters since, while the Congress of the Unit- 
ed States were in Session, a Georgia slave dealer was 
driving past the Capitol in Washiugton, about 40 slaves, 
chained together. Among the rest was a large negro 
man, who was not ovly chained as the others were, 
but wasalsohandcuffled. He wasa very Cesar, in ap- 
pearance and spirit, and possessed an admirably fine 
and melodious voice tor singing. ‘The spectacle drew 
to the door of this elegant and spacious building, many 
of the champions of freedom, and some of the velerane 
of the revolution, At the moment when these wretch- 
ed human victims came opposite the hall, the negro 
mau above mentioned, on a lofty and bold key, struck 
uD-~— 

. “Hail Columbia! happy land! 
**Hail ye heroes,’ —see this BAND! 
At the same time lifting up his hands, bound together! 
The voice and action, so appropriately timed and affec- 
tingly performed, drew tears from the eyes of many ; 
and to their honor be it said, they :mmediately bought 
and freed him.”’— Prov. Ch. Telescope. 





“The Unirersalisl,” heretofore published and edited 
by Br. S. R. Smith, in Philidelphia, is relinquished, and 
“PHE HERALD OF SALVATION” substituted in 
its place. The ‘‘Herald” wi!! be published at Phila- 








| delphia, semi-monthly, containing eight pages octavo, 
) and constituting a volame of neariy 200 pages, at one 
| dollar per year, payable by city subscribers, in advance, 
}and in siz months by those in the country. 

The work will be conducted by 5. R. Smith and 
| Pitt Morse, and devoted to the promotion of the doc- 
| tripe of impartial grace and salvation - the illustration 

of the sacred scriptures—and the defence of the uncor- 

rupted principles of christianity, and moral virtue. Re- 
ligious intelligence will be sought and presented, and 
brief and interesting extracts inserted, with a view to 
public edification, moral instruction, and the advance- 
ment of the empire of Christ. 





MARRIED IN THIS CITY, 

By Rev. H. Ballon, Mr. Tilson Williams, of Roxba- 
ry, to Miss Mary Forbes of Boston. Mr. Micah Cutler 
to Miss Alice Richardson, of Boston. 

In Cambridge, by Rev. T. Whittemore, Mr. Benja- 
min Cook, jr. to Miss Eliza Slocomb, both of said 
town. Also, 

in Charlestown, Mr. Charles Bird of Watertown, to 
Miss Caroline F. Frost of Charlestown. 





DIED IN THIS CITY, 
Mrs. Mary B. Allen, aged 34. Sophia, daughter of 
Mr. Benja. Crombie, 34 years. 
In Johnston, R. I. Peleg Fiske, Esq. in his 57th year, 
a firm believer in the final Salvation of the whole ha- 
man race. 














